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CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A dyed microdenier fabric being comprised of conjugate 
filaments that have been mechanically separated along their lengths into first 
elementary filaments and second elementary filaments, said second elementary 
filaments being of a different fHament material than said first elementary filaments a re 
longitudinally soparablo into olomontary filam e nts and having at l e ast q first 
o l omontary fil a m e nt materia l and a oocond e lem e ntary fi l amont matorial , wherein 
said first elementary filaments material i s are selected from the group consisting of 
nvlon 6. nvlon 6,6. nvton 11, arxl nvlon 6.10 and are at least partially chemically 
degraded and said second elementary filaments matorial is are dyed. 



2. (Cancelled) Tho dyed fabric of Claim 1 whoroin said first e lomontary fi l am e nt 
i s s e loctod from th e group cons i sting of nylon 6, nylon 6,6, nylon 1 1 , and nylon 6,1 0. 

3. (Currently amended) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 3 wherein said first elementary 
filament is nylon 6. 

4. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 wherein said second elementary filament is 
selected from the group consisting of polyesters, polyurethanes, polyolefins, and 
acrylic polymers. 

5. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 4 wherein said second elementary filament is a 
polyester selected from the group consisting of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
polytrimethylene terephthalate (PTT), polybutylene terephthalate (PBT), and 
polylactic acid (PLA). 

6. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 5 wherein said second elementary filaments is 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

7. (Cancelled) Tho dyod fabric of Claim 5 whoroin said oocond olemontary 
fi l omontc ar e dyed with d i sp e rso dyoo. 
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8. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 wherein said first elementary filament is nylon 
6 and said second elementary filament is polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

9. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 wherein said fabric is treated with a hand- 
building agent. 

10. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 wherein said fabric is treated with a soil 
release agent. 

1 1 . (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 1 wherein said conjugate filaments are 
continuous. 

12. (Currently amended) A dyed microdenier fabric having outer surfaces and an 
interior surface, said dyed fabric being comprised of conjugate filaments that have 
been mechanically separated along their lengths into first elementary filaments and 
second elementary filaments, said second elementary filaments being of a different 
filament material than said first elementary filaments a r e lonoitudlna l lv ooparablo i nto 
olomontary filam o nts and hav i ng at loaot a first elomontary - filament mat e rial and a 
second olom e ntary f i lament mat e rial , wherein said first elementary filaments mat e rial 
is are selected from the oroup consisting of nylon 6, nvion 6,6, nvloh 11. and nvlon 
6,10 and are at least partially chemically degraded and said second elementary 
filaments material i s are dyed, and said first filament material is substantially 
concentrated in the interior surface of said dyed fabric, 

13. (Cancelled) Tho dy e d fabric of C l a i m 12 whoroin sa i d first o le montary f il ament 
ic Gol o ctod from th e group consist i ng of ny l on 6, nylon 6,6, nylon 1 1 , and ny l on 6,10. 

14. (Currently amended) The dyed fabric of Claim ^2 +3 wherein said first 
elementary filament is nylon 6. 

15. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 12 wherein said second elementary filament is 
selected from the group consisting of polyesters, polyurethanes, polyolefins, and 
acrylic polymers. 
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16. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 15 wherein said second elementary filament Is a 
polyester selected from the group consisting of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
polytrimethylene terephthalate (PTT). polybutylene terephthalate (PBT). and 
polylactic acid (PLA), 

17. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 16 wherein said second elementary filament is 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

18. (Cancelled) Tho dy o d fabric of Cla i m 16 whoroin said second el e mentary 
filamonts arc dyod with disporoQ dyoo. 

19. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 12 wherein said first elementary filament is nylon 
6 and said second elementary filament is polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 



20. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 12 wherein said fabric is treated with a hand- 
building agent. 

21. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 12 wherein said fabric is treated with a soil 
release agent. 

22. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 12 wherein said conjugate filaments are 
continuous. 

23. (Currently amended) A dyed microdenier fabric having outer surfaces and an 
interior surface, said dyed fabric being comprised of conjugate filaments that have 
been mechanicallv separated along their lengths into first elementary filaments and 
second elementary filaments, said second elementary filaments being of a different 
filament material than said first elementary filaments aro longitudinal l y cooarab le into 
o l omontary filament s and having at leact a f i rst e l e m e ntary filament material and a 
second o l omentary filam e nt mat e r i al , wherein said first elementary filaments mate ri al 
is are selected from the group consisting of nvlon 6, nvlon 6.6. nvlon 11, and nvlon 
6.10 and are at least partially chemically degraded and said second elementary 
filaments material is are dyed^ and wherein said second filament material has a 
substantially wedge-shaped cross-section and a dpf of less than 0.3. 
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24. (Cancelled) Tho dy e d fabric of Claim 23 wheroln caid first olomontary filamont 
\ G coloct e d from th e group consisting of nyJon 6, nylon 6.6, nylon 1 1| and nylon 6,10. 

25. (Currently amended) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 24 wherein said first 
elementary filament is nylon 6. 

26. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 wherein said second elementary filament is 
selected from the group consisting of polyesters, polyurethanes, polyolefins, and 
acrylic polymers. 

27. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 26 wherein said second elementary filament is a 
polyester selected from the group consisting of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
polytrimethyiene terephthalate (PTT), polybutylene terephthalate (PBT), and 
polylactic acid (PUA) . 



28. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 27 wherein said second elementary filament is 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

29. (Cancelled) Tho dyod fabric of Claim 27 wher ei n said s e cond olomontary 
filament s aro dyod w i th disperco dyes. 

30. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 wherein said first elementary filament is nylon 
6 and said second elementary filament is polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 



31. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 wherein said fabric is treated with a hand- 
building agent. 

32. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 wherein said fabric is treated with a soil 
release agent. 

33. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 23 wherein said conjugate filaments are 
continuous. 
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34. (Currently amended) A dyed nonwoven fabric being comprised of. continuous 
conjugate filaments that have been mechanically separated along their lengths into 
first elementary filaments and second elementan/ filaments, said second elementary 
filaments being of a different filament material than said first elementary filaments a ye 
l ongitudina l ly s eparablo into el ementary filaments and having at toast a first 
o le m e ntary filamont maiorial and a s e cond olemontary f i lamont mater i al , wherein 
said first elementary filaments mat e rial is are selected from the group consisting of 
nylon 6. nvlon 6,6, nylon 11. and nvlon 6,10 and are at least partially chemioaHy 
degraded and said second elementary filaments mat e ria l i s are dyed. 

35. (Cancelled) Th e dyod nonwovon fabric of Claim 3^ — wh e re i n said first 
e l e m e ntary filamont is soloct e d from th e group concisting of nylon 6, nyion 6,6, nylon 
11. and nylon 6.10. 

36. (Currently amended) The dyed nonwoven fabric of Claim 34 3& wherein said 
first elementary filament is nylon 6. 

37. (Original) The dyed nonwoven fabric of Claim 34 wheriein said second elem ntary 
filament is selected from the group consisting of polyesters, poiyurethanes. 
polyolefins, and acrylic polymers. 

38. (Original) The dyed nonwoven fabric of Claim 37 wherein said second elementary 
filament is a polyester selected from the group consisting of polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET), polytrimethylene terephthalate (PTT), polybutylene 
terephthalate (PBT), and polylactic acid (PLA). 

39. (Original) The dyed nonwoven fabric of Claim 38 wherein said second elementary 
filaments is polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

40. (Cancelled) Tho dyod nonwovon fabric of C l a i m 38 where i n caid socond 
e le mentary fi i amontc aro dyod with disporso dyosi 



7 

PACE 8m « RCVD AT 1«y2DIU 6:1 1 :08 PM pastern Standarc, T..^^ 



01/08/2004 19,: 15 FAX 864 503 1999 



MILLIKEN LEGAL DEPT 



@009 



USPTO Customer No- 252B0 Case 5416 

41. (Original) The dyed nonwoven fabric of Claim 34 wherein said first elementary 
filament is nylon 6 and said second elementary filament is polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET). 

42. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 34 wherein said fabric is treated with a hand- 
building agent. 

43. (Original) The dyed fabric of Claim 34 whierein said fabric Is treated with a soil 
release agent. 
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